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This article will help you show the importance of knowing how to operate the AK30 melter. 

 

Let’s start by making your safety a priority. It is recommended that you wear eye protection and 

long sleeve shirt. Take note of the following safety practices as well: 

 

Never ignite the propane torch when it is inserted into the heat chamber. If the melter is empty, 

do not insert the torch. 



 

Keep distance within 6 feet from any combustible materials. 

 

You should not let the sealant exceed 400F to avoid flashing. Always keep a Class B fire 

extinguisher ready in case flashing occurs. If it happens, close the melter lid immediately and 

control fire using the fire extinguisher. Water should not be used to put out fire from melter 

applicator. 

 

Never let children go near the operation. You are working with very hot materials so make sure 

to work very carefully. 

 

Your 30 gallon melter is easy to use. The first step is to connect the propane tank to torch 

assembly. First make sure all the valves are tightly closed.  

 

Before we go further, let us identify the melter’s different parts first. 

 

Key Components: 

 

Complete torch and regulator assembly 

 
 

Propane tank and pressure regulator with gauge 

 
 

 

Hand torch and ball valve 

 
 



 

Sealant temp gauge 

 
 

Flame inlet 

 
 

Sealant agitation handle 

 
 

1 1/2" molasses valve 



 
Now you are familiar with the components, let’s go through the step-by-step process on how to 

operate the melter. 

 

The first step is Sealant Loading.  

 

Sealant often comes in cardboard boxes and wrapped in plastic. Take the sealant out of the 

cardboard box. Then just lift the loading lid and place the sealant together with the plastic wrap 

as they will melt together.  

 

The next step is Heating Procedure. This is a sensitive part and additional care should be 

observed. 

 

You will use the propane torch to heat the melter applicator. Make it a habit to ensure all 

propane lines are tight and there are no leaks before starting this process. Once you’re done 

checking, the propane bottle valve may now be opened and have its pressure set to 8-12 psi. 

Remove the propane torch from the unit and point it towards a safe direction. Open the ball 

valve that you’ll see on the propane torch handle and light the propane at the end of the torch 

using the supplied striker. You can adjust the valve to acquire a stronger flame once the torch 

has been lit. Insert the lit torch into the holder at the bottom left-side of the melter applicator, 

then position the torch about half an inch from the heating chamber to increase venting and 

prevent flashing. If you are working in windy conditions you may want to adjust this distance to 

maintain a strong flame. If the torch flame is blown off, make sure to let the heating chamber 

vent before reigniting. All heat chamber vent holes should always be kept open and clear of 

obstruction to avoid inefficiency of propane burning. The sealant may start to melt within 20 

minutes in most models and from there you may start applying it. 

 

Use the manual agitator for help in melting and to achieve ideal sealant consistency. You may 

do 5 strokes every 2-3 minutes. Once a block starts to melt, you may go ahead and add another 

one. Make sure to melt only enough sealant per sealing session. Once the sealant has reached 

the manufacturer's recommended temperature, you can begin to apply the sealant, most of the 

time it’s under 400F. If you stay above the recommended temperature for too long, sealant 

adhesion failure may happen and in extreme cases, carbonization may occur. The unit will no 

longer be useable if sealant has carbonized inside. 



 

The third step is Sealant Application. This is the easiest and most fun part. You’re now about 

to become a master of crack repair! 

 

In most cases you will want to have your 30 gallon melter mounted on a truck. It’s important to 

have it elevated so that you can fit your preferred applicator under the molasses valve. Common 

applicators include hand held pour pots, wheeled pour pots, banding machines, and 10 gallon 

melter applicators. Simply pull the valve handle forward to open the spout and pour the material 

into your applicator. Push the valve handle back to close the spout.  

 

The final part which is how to Shut Down the melter properly. This process involves very 

simple steps. Turn off the propane gas regulator first followed by the torch ball valve and after 

doing that; remove the torch from the burner hole. Discard any sealant that you have not used 

because, its heating quality will not be the same anymore. Store the melter in a covered area 

where water will not be able to leak in to the tank. Make it a point that the unit has properly 

cooled already prior to covering. 
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